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...the pond for 48 hours so that any aquatic 
anim

als hiding in the plant m
atter can return to 

the pond. After 48 hours you can use this cleared 
vegetation as com

post for your garden. 
H

ow
ever, if you know

 or suspect that a dom
inant 

pond plant is an invasive species follow
 the 

‘Be Plant W
ise’ guidance here: 

w
w

w
.invasives.ie/biosecurity/be-plant-w

ise/. 
Encroaching surrounding trees can be trim

m
ed 

back or in the case of species such as w
illow

 or 
hazel they can be coppiced or pollarded to 
prevent the pond from

 becom
ing over-shaded. 

20. D
o not introduce fish, particularly non-native 

or invasive fish, into your w
ildlife pond as they 

w
ill predate on am

phibian tadpoles, aquatic 
invertebrates and aquatic plants.

22. Ponds for clim
ate action: long standing 

ponds w
ith natural vegetation are the m

ost 
effective for clim

ate action. This is due to their 
ability to capture and store carbon from

 the 
atm

osphere. M
anaging your pond to...   

21. U
se a natural pesticide-free approach to 

gardening to ensure greater presence of w
ildlife 

in your garden, this w
ill also reduce run-off of 

pollutants into your pond.

23. W
hen pond dipping alw

ays follow
 the 

‘Check-Clean-D
ry' approach w

hen m
oving 

equipm
ent, e.g. pond nets, w

ellies, betw
een 

w
ater bodies, you don’t w

ant to unintentionally 
m

ove around any nasty hitch hikers! 
(w

w
w

.invasives.ie/biosecurity/check-clean-dry/).

...incorporate different border edges, e.g. tree 
lines, native w

ild flow
er grassland, can help 

m
axim

ise carbon storage potential.

25. After all your hard w
ork sit back and enjoy 

your w
onderful w

ildlife pond. Keep an eye out 
for w

ildlife as it arrives. You can record the 
species that live in or visit your pond via      
w

w
w

.biodiversity.ie

26. M
ore inform

ation on pond creation and 
m

anagem
ent for w

ildlife and relevant links to 
this topic can be found using our Q

R
 code.

24. Spend som
e tim

e thinking about the future 
m

anagem
ent of the pond – w

ill there be 
som

eone to keep an eye on litter and/or the 
encroachm

ent of invasive species, for exam
ple? 

If possible, develop a 5-year m
anagem

ent
plan stating w

ho w
ill care for the pond 

once developed.

C
ontacts and Further Inform

ation:
A

n Taisce: An environm
ental charity w

ith a focus on conserving Ireland’s built 
and natural heritage – w

w
w

.antaisce.org 
Legacy4LIFE: An Taisce’s project focusing on Ponds for Biodiversity, Advancing 
Farm

-to-Fork, and G
reen Com

m
unities: developm

ent of a low
-carbon 

tow
n plan – w

w
w

.antaisce.org/legacy4life 
P

onds for B
iodiversity: O

ne of the three strands of An Taisce’s Legacy4LIFE 
project focusing on the im

portance of ponds for w
ildlife and clim

ate change 
m

itigation – w
w

w
.antaisce.org/ponds
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