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Water quality assessments use invertebrates
for their scoring. So, this means no scores for
plants or vertebrates like frogs, fish, or birds
(even though they are important to the pond).
Each different invertebrate group is given a
number based on their tolerance of low water
quality. Low scores means these animals are

00

tolerant of polluted water, middle scoring species

show some tolerance to pollution, and the highe
scoring species are intolerant of polluted water.
The presence of multiple predators’ species is
generally a good sign that the water is relatively
clean. For example, dragonflies are unlikely to la
their eggs and feed over ponds with heavily...
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Contacts and Further Information:
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...polluted water. So, once you have taken the
pond dipping samples, identified your species,
and then scored them, all that is left for you to
do is add them up. This will give you the total
score of your pond. This score can then be used
to determine whether your pond needs some
help to bring its water quality up or if it is
already of good quality!

r There are a number of water quality scoring
systems and methods available. We recommend
initially using the Big Pond Dip (Freshwater
Habitats Trust) or OPAL (Open Air Laboratories)

y resources for your water quality assessments.

An Taisce: An environmental charity with a focus on conserving Ireland’s built and natural heritage —

www.antaisce.org

Legacy4LIFE: An Taisce’s project focusing on Ponds for Biodiversity, Advancing Farm-to-Fork, and
Green Communities: development of a low-carbon town plan — www.antaisce.org/legacy4life

Ponds for Biodiversity: One of the three strands of An Taisce’s Legacy4LIFE project focusing on the
importance of ponds for wildlife and climate change mitigation — www.antaisce.org/ponds

Rob Gandola: Pond Development Officer

Rob Gandola is a Herpetologist, Wildlife Consultant and occasional TV presenter.

Aoife O Rourke: Pond Development Officer

Aoife O'Rourke is a Pond Development Officer and the Ponds for Biodiversity team lead.

community engagement.

A conservation ecologist with a BSc in Environmental Biology, an MSc in Biodiversity and

Conservation and a research MSc in plant-pollinator interactions of fixed dune ecosystems, she brings
experience and skills from the research, environmental NGO and ecological consultancy sectors of Ireland
and the UK. Aoife has a passion for nature and enjoys connecting people with nature via outreach and

Francesca Loughran: Pond Researcher

in the area of Climate Policy.

Francesca Loughran is an agricultural and ponds researcher, working part time on both the ‘Advancing
Farm to Fork’ and ‘Ponds for Biodiversity’ projects. With a BSc in Animal Conservation Science and an MSc
in Environmental Policy, she is well placed to draw on her broad knowledge across the spheres of
biodiversity, environment, and policy, and communicate this through her research skills. Fran is also a
member of the An Taisce Climate Change Committee and has previously worked with the Advocacy unit

Brian Fitzgerald is a Dublin based illustrator of children's picture books.

For more contacts and further info on the Legacy4LIFE pegk
Ponds for Biodiversity Project and other relevant -
biodiversity information scan the QR code.

FSC certified, 100% recyclable paper
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The National Trust for Ireland
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An Roinn Tithiochta,
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Department of Housing,
Local Government and Heritage

Co-funded by
the European Union



